Therefore, the insurgency is now a regional problem, for which a regional solution is essential. The conflict started as an uprising against the Nigerian state and its security forces. The genealogy of the present insurgency can be traced back to the Kanamma episode in northern Yobe State in 2004. A group nicknamed "the Nigerian Taliban" had emigrated from the Borno State capital of Maiduguri to establish a self-contained rural Islamic community, but they came into conflict with the local authorities and then launched attacks on police stations in Yobe. It is now known that they were linked to Muhammad Yusuf (1970 Yusuf ( -2009 , the founder of Boko Haram, and that he probably had a role in directing the operation, but he deliberately left the country before they commenced their attacks, going to Saudi Arabia on lesser hajj. 
